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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer  

The Nippon Sei Ko Kai  

Our Diocese  

Christ Church, Dartmouth 
The Reverend Kyle Wagner and Julie 
The Reverend Bonnie Baird, Pastoral Visitor                 

St. Andrew’s, Cole Harbour 
The Reverend Katherine Bourbonniere and Brian 
The Reverend Walter Beazley, Associate Parish Priest, and Brenda 
The Reverend Gary Giles, Associate Parish Priest, and Dawn-Marie 

Eastern Passage, Nova Scotia 
The Reverend Cate Ratcliffe 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The Holy Eucharist    

Prelude 

Welcome 

[Children’s message for online service] 

Opening Hymn  The Lord’s My Shepherd            (Crimond) 
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me down to lie in pastures green he leadeth me, 
The quiet waters by. 

My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake. 

Yea’ though I walk through death’s dark vale 
Yet will I fear no ill; for thou are with me and thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 
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My table thou hast furnish-ed in presence of my foes; 
My head thou does with oil anoint,  
And my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me, 
And in God’s house for evermore my dwellinghouse shall be.  

The Gathering of the Community 

The presiding celebrant greets the community 

Celebrant   The Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,                                                                                     
 and the love of God,                                                                                                         
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                       
 be with you all! 

People   And also with you. 

The following prayer may be said. 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 
All    to you all hearts are open, 

 all desires known, 
 and from you no secrets are hidden. 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Glory to God    

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 
All    and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly king, 
 almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, 
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 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen  

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant  Let us pray.  
All    Shepherd of all, 
   by laying down your life for your flock 
   you reveal your love for all. 
   Lead us from the place of death 
   to the place of abundant life, 
   so that, guided by your care for us, 
   we may rightly offer our lives 
   in love for you and our neighbour. Amen. 
   Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt.  

The Proclamation of the Word 

The Frist Reading 

Reader     A reading from the First Letter of John [3:16-24] 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister* in need and yet refuses help? 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we 
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever 
our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows every-
thing. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we re-
ceive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what 
pleases him. 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments 
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit that he has given us. 

Reader     The word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 
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The Psalm 

Reader A reading of Psalm 23                                                                                                        
[The congregation responds with the bold text]  

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those 
who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

All    Glory to you, Jesus Christ, our good shepherd. In the waters of 
   baptism you give us new birth, at your table you nourish us 
   with heavenly food, and in your goodness and mercy, you 
   guide us beyond the terrors of evil and death to your Father’s 
   home to dwell in eternal light. Glory to you for ever.  Amen 

The Gospel 

All stand for the Gospel. 

Deacon      The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
Deacon      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (10: 11-18) 
People       Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The 
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hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will 
be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 
life in order to take it up again. No one takes* it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 
this command from my Father.’ 

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the Deacon says, 
 The Gospel of Christ. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon   

A silence for reflection may follow. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The celebrant may invite the people, to join in the recitation of the creed. 

Celebrant  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
   I believe in God, 
   the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth.                                                                                                                          
   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again 
   to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

javascript:void(0);
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The Prayers of the People  

Confession and Absolution 

Celebrant      Dear friends in Christ, 
   God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
   God welcomes sinners 
   and invites us to this table. 
   Let us confess our sins, 
   Confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant     Most merciful God, 
All    we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed, 
   by what we have done, 
   and by what we have left undone. 
   We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
   We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
   For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
   have mercy on us and forgive us, 
   that we may delight in your will, 
   and walk in your ways, 
   to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant     Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
   pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
   confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,                                                                                  
   and keep you in eternal life; 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People   Amen. 

The Peace 

All stand, and the presiding celebrant addresses the people. 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People     And also with you. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 

The Prayer over the Gifts 

When the gifts have been prepared, the celebrant may say;  
All    God of loving care, 
   you spread before us the table of life, 
   and give us the cup of salvation to drink. 
   Keep us always in the fold of your Son Jesus Christ, 
   our Saviour and our shepherd. Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer 4 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  It is right to give you thanks and praise, 
   O Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe, 
   you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  At your command all things came to be: 
   the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
   galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 
   and this fragile earth, our island home; 
   By your will they were created and have their being. 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  From the primal elements 
   you brought forth the human race, 
   and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill; 
   you made us the stewards of creation. 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 
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Celebrant But we turn against you, and betray your trust; 
   and we turn against one another. 
   Again and again you call us to return. 
   Through the prophets and sages 
   you reveal your righteous law. 
   In the fullness of time you sent your Son, 
   born of a woman, to be our Saviour. 
   He was wounded for our transgressions, 
   and bruised for our iniquities. 
   By his death he opened to us 
   the way of freedom and peace. 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  Therefore we praise you, 
   joining with the heavenly chorus, 
   with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
   and with those in every generation 
   who have looked to you in hope, 
   to proclaim with them your glory, 
   in their unending hymn:   
All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
   God of power and might, 
   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, Lord our God, 
   for sending us Jesus, the Christ, 
   who on the night he was handed over 
   to suffering and death, 
   took bread, said the blessing, 
   broke the bread, gave it to his friends, 
   and said, “Take this, and eat it: 
   this is my body which is given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me.”. 
   In the same way, after supper, 
   he took the cup of wine; 
   he gave you thanks, 
   and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
   this is my blood of the new covenant, 



APRIL 25, 2021                                                               10 

   which is shed for you and for many 
   for the forgiveness of sins. 
   Whenever you drink it, 
   do this for the remembrance of me.” 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Celebrant  Gracious God, 
   we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, 
   we proclaim his resurrection and ascension, 
   and we look with expectation for his coming 
   as Lord of all the nations. 
   We who have been redeemed by him, 
   and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
   now bring you these gifts. 
   Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
   and upon this offering of your Church, 
   that we who eat and drink at this holy table 
   may share the divine life of Christ our Lord. 

People   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant  Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth 
   and make it your new creation. 
   Gather your Church together                                                                                                  
   from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 
   where peace and justice are revealed, 
   that we, with all your people, 
   of every language, race, and nation, 
   may share the banquet you have promised; 
   through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
   all honour and glory are yours, 
   creator of all. 
People   Glory to you for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Celebrant  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to say, 

All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
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 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread for distribution 

Celebrant  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All    Now we are raised to new life. 
Celebrant  We were buried in your tomb. 
All    Now we share in your resurrection. 
Celebrant  Live in us, that we may live in you. 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion (to be prayed by those at home) * 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.                            
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection.                                    
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.                                                                  
Since I cannot receive you now in the sacrament of your Body and Blood,                                                
come spiritually into my heart.                                                                                              
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus                                                                        
and let me never be separated from you.                                                                                      
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come.  Amen 
*Based on a prayer by St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) used at the 2020 Easter celebration at The Episcopal  
Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul (Washington National Cathedral) 

The Communion 

The celebrant invites the people to share in communion and may say, 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

Prayer after Communion 

Celebrant  God of steadfast love, 
   watch over the Church redeemed by the blood of your Son. 
   May we who share in these holy mysteries 
   come safely to your eternal kingdom, 
   where there is one flock and one shepherd. 
   We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen 
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Then the following doxology may be said. 

Celebrant  Glory to God, 
All    whose power, working in us, 

 can do infinitely more 
 than we can ask or imagine. 
 Glory to God from generation to generation, 
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Closing Hymn  The King of Love My Shepherd Is (Dominus Regit Me) 
The King of love my shepherd is,  
whose goddness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his  
and he is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow,  
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow,  
with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,  
but yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder gently laid,  
and home rejoicing brought me. 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill  
with thee, dear Lord beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,  
thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
Thy unction grace bestoweth; 
And O what transport of delight 
From thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
Within thy house forever! 

Blessing 

Dismissal  

Postlude  

 

 


