WELCOME TO THE
DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA AND PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA

DECEMBER 25, 2020
THE BIRTH OF THE LORD: CHRISTMAS DAY

Christmas Day
The Holy Eucharist
Prelude
In Dulci Jubilo (In Sweetest Joy)

M. Dupré (1886-1971)

Hymn: 118 O Come, All Ye Faithful (vv. 1 – 5)
O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him,
born the king of angels.
Refrain:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
God of God,
Light of light,
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
very God, begotten not created;
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
“Glory to God,
in the highest!”
See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will tither, bend our joyful footsteps;

Adeste Fideles

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing.
The Gathering of the Community
The presiding celebrant greets the community
All stand. The presiding celebrant greets the community
Celebrant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

People

And also with you.

The following prayer may be said.
Celebrant

Almighty God,

All

to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant

Let us pray.
God whose Word became flesh,
breathe a new song of joy and praise into the
world, so that we may bear the good news of
your salvation and proclaim your promise of
peace to the ends of the earth;
through Christ the Word. Amen.
Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 2002 alt.

The Proclamation of the Word
The Readings
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah [62:6-12]

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night they shall never be silent.
You who remind the LORD, take no rest,
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have
laboured;
but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD,
and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the
people;
build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an
ensign over the peoples.
The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.’
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They shall be called, ‘The Holy People, The Redeemed of
the LORD’;
and you shall be called, ‘Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.’
Reader

The word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Reader

A reading of Psalm 98: 1-7

1 Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvellous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in
the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to
the house of Israel, and all the ends of the earth
have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
Lord God, we see your righteous rule in all your works,
and we join our voices with the song of your whole
creation in praising you, in and through Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen
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The Epistle is read:
A reading from the letter to Titus [2:11-14]
But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ
our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Reader

The word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Hymn 126 Away in a Manger

Cradle Song

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus - look down from on high,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with you there.
All stand for the Gospel.
Reader

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.
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Reader

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke. [2:1–20]

People

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that
all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
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made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.
At the conclusion of the Gospel, the reader says,
The Gospel of Christ.
People

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon
A silence for reflection may follow.

The Nicene Creed
The celebrant may invite the people, to join in the recitation
of the creed.
Celebrant

Let us confess our faith, as we say,

All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
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he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Confession and Absolution

Celebrant

Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
God welcomes sinners
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and invites them to this table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.
Silence is kept.
Celebrant

Most merciful God,

All

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as
ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People

Amen.

The Peace
All stand, and the presiding celebrant addresses the people.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
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Hymn 122 In the Bleak Mid-winter

Cranham

1 In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.
2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
3 Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.
4 What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
The Prayer over the Gifts

When the gifts have been prepared,
the celebrant may say the Prayer over the Gifts
God of peace,
your Son Jesus Christ has reconciled us to you.
May all we offer you today
renew us as members of your household.
We ask this in his name. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer 3
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of heaven and earth,
because in the mystery of the Word made flesh
you have caused a new light to shine in our
hearts,
to give knowledge of salvation
in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Now with angels and archangels
and the whole company of heaven,
we lift our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name.

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant

We give thanks to you, Lord our God,
for the goodness and love
you have made known to us in creation;
in calling Israel to be your people;
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in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh,
Jesus your Son.
You sent him
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us
out of error into truth,
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.
On the night he was handed over
to suffering and death,
a death he freely accepted,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “ Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, Father, according to his command,
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All

we remember his death,
we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory;

Celebrant

and we offer our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving
to you, Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God,
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament
of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,
that we, made acceptable in him,
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time,
reconcile all things in Christ,
and make them new,
and bring us to that city of light
where you dwell with all your sons and
daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever.
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People
Celebrant

Amen.
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught
us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread for distribution
Celebrant

We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.

All

God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

The Communion
The celebrant invites the people to share in communion
and may say,
The gifts of God for the People of God.
People
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A Prayer for Spiritual Communion (for those at home) *
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed
Sacrament of the altar. I desire to offer you praise and
thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot
receive you now in the sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me
with your grace, Lord Jesus and let me never be separated
from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and
in the life to come. Amen
*Based on a prayer by St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) used at the 2020
Easter celebration at The Episcopal Cathedral Church of Saint Peter
and Saint Paul (Washington National Cathedral)

Communion is distributed.

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant

Father of all,
the child born for us is the Saviour of the
world.
May he who made us your children
welcome us into your kingdom,
where he is alive and reigns with you now and
for ever. Amen.

Then the following doxology may be said.
Celebrant

Glory to God,

All

whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing
Hymn 138 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Mendelssohn

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate deity,
pleased as one of us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain]

3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth. [Refrain]

Dismissal by the Deacon
Postlude: In Dulci Jubilo
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From everyone on the
Cathedral Staff,
we wish you and your
families a Blessed Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Memorial Gifts Are Given to the Glory of God and in
Loving Memory of the Persons Named Below
Flowers
Ruth Ballah
from daughter Prudence
Joy H. & Harry D. Smith
from the Family
Harold & Laura Pope
Irene & Parmenas Pope
Mildred & Leonard Ashford
Sarah Badcock
Beckie Walters
Effie Hatch
Margaret Pinsent
Given by Brenda and Charmaine Pope
Grant L. Morash
from wife Gretta and Family
Ken & Mary Opie
from the Family

CHRISTMAS DAY 2020

18

Gretta Wells
Hazel Hill
Lawrence Hill
Lowther Sproull
Rosemary Wells
H A Wells
From Keirsten Wells and Family
Music Endowment Fund
Paul Murray
from Maureen Yeats
Dean’s Discretionary
Loved Ones
from Gay Dennis
Joy H. & Harry D. Smith
from the Family
Building Restoration
James G. Morrison
from daughter Alayne C. Pothier
Outreach
E. Belle Dauphinee
Mr. & Mrs. George Luke
from Barbara Mackenzie
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Welcome to the Cathedral Church of All Saints

New Member Information Form
1. Please list the names of each family member in the space below:
FAMILY SURNAME:
NAMES :
2. Please give your mailing address and telephone number:

3, Email address

□check here for permission to add your e-mail address to our mailing list. You will receive a monthly listing of Cathedral events
called ‘Cathedral News Online and seasonal digital versions of the
Cathedral Newsletter called Cornerstone.
4. Would like Offering Envelopes or are you interested in
Automatic Offering?
Envelopes: Yes □ No □

Automatic Offering Yes □ No □

If you would like a visit from our Clergy or Lay Person, please
contact the Cathedral Office.
Please complete and return on the collection plate
or give to a Greeter. Thank you!

Contact Us or Visit our Website:
cathedralchurchofallsaints.com

Cathedral Church of All Saints—
Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island
Anglican Church of Canada
We are located at: 1330 Cathedral Lane Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 2Z1
902-423-6002 (tel)
cathedralchurch@eastlink.ca (Office email) cathedraldean@eastlink.ca

